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1644 meeting of the king and Rupert (who was now made commander-in-chief in Brentford's place), the investment of Donnington by Manchester, and the return of Charles on November 9 to relieve it. Manchester had failed to fight with vigour on October 28, he had refused to pursue with vigour, and on November 9 he declined to light at all As for Oliver he had not repeated his exploits of Gainsborough and Winceby and Marston Moor. Anxiety and depression seem to have taken the edge off his spirit He had done no more than creditably among the hedges at Newbury ; he had been partly to blame for the king's easy retreat: he had pressed the need of immediate pursuit with all arms, but had refused to let his horses be distressed by aimless guerilla lighting.1 He had been for giving battle to Charles on his return to Donnington, but had been rebuked in memorable words. " If we beat the king ninety and nine times," Manchester had said, " yet he is king still, and so will his posterity be after him; but if the king beats us then we shall all be hanged, and our posterity made slaves." " If this be so, my lord," he had replied, " why did we take up arms at first ? Tliis is against fighting ever hereafter. If so, let us make peace, be it never so base." 2 He knew now the inmost soul of the moderates and the glimpse terrified him. What mattered successes in the north, like the surrender of Newcastle and Liverpool, when their cause was rotten at the core ? He saw his task clear ; he must expel the half-hearted from the high command as he had expelled them from the ranks, and an army must be constructed after the pattern of his own regiment. What in another would have been a crazy presumption of arrogance was in this man a sober and rather mournful following of duty.

II

In September Manchester had gone to London, and Oliver had followed to discover the mind of parliament.

1  Eushworth, VI. 734.

2  Mawhester's Quarrel with Cromwell, 93; Gardiner, Civil War, II, 59.